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Annual Report to 31 October 2018 
The Shelley Group was formed in 1986 and became a registered charity, number 1097547, in 2003. The 
object of the Group is the public education and promotion of the products of Wileman and Shelley Potteries; a 
collectors’ club with research and educational aims. Open to collectors, academics, researchers, institutions 
and enthusiasts worldwide, it is self-funding and currently has a membership of a little over 200. 
Approximately 25% of members are from overseas, chiefly but not exclusively, coming from the sister Shelley 
clubs in America, Australia and New Zealand. Governance is conducted by a board of trustees, voted in 
annually by the members. The Shelley Group has taken steps to ensure that it is compliant with the General 
Data Protection Regulations. (GDPR) 
During 2017-18  “at home” meetings were held in the three major regions of the country, north, east and 
south and members also met at 14 major antique fairs. In addition, the annual Shelley Weekend and AGM 
was held at the Holiday Inn, Telford, 27-29 April 2018. Sixty-three members attended, including five from the 
USA, two from Australia and two from New Zealand. Audio-visual presentations on Wileman and Shelley 
products and history were given by members and four glass cabinets held displays of china to support the 
talks.  A superb demonstration was given by Master Potter Jon French from Stoke on Trent, throwing a 
variety of pieces on his potter’s wheel. Following the Gala Dinner, local historian Kate Cadman from the 
Ironbridge Gorge Museum Trust gave an enthralling illustrated talk on the past production and hardships of 
the ceramics industry of the area. 
Working from research and data gathered by members, the Editor produced four excellent full colour 
magazines. Major articles included tobacco jars, patented special jugs, napkin rings, double egg cups and 
moustache cups. The web site attracts many queries which are answered by the Research Officer. Work is 
ongoing to build the database of pictures of ceramics produced by Wileman and Shelley. The Group has also 
undertaken to digitally record all of the Shelley pattern books housed by the Stoke on Trent City Archive. 
Recording and captioning the pictures is a long and painstaking task which will be completed in 2019. 
Information from the various research projects is freely available to members and the public, the latter 
generally via the Group web site, constantly being updated by the web master. 
Joint Honorary President Ray Reynolds (Shelley Decorating Manger 1949-66) sadly passed away in 
January and Chris Watkins (co-author of the first Shelley Potteries book) accepted to take over that role. 
Money gifted in Ray Reynold’s memory, by family and friends, is being used to carry out conservation work 
on three pattern books containing some of his designs. Southern Group member Jill Burridge also passed 
away in the same month. From her very extensive Wileman collection, 14 trios were selected to illustrate 
different shapes and patterns and these were donated through the Group to the Potteries Museum in Stoke 
on Trent, for display in the reserve collection.  Both members are a great loss to the Group. A further 
donation will be made in 2019 for pattern book conservation work. 
Annually, The Shelley Group donates a £500 partial bursary to assist a ceramics student undertaking a 
“Master of Arts Ceramic Design” course at the University of Staffordshire, in Stoke on Trent. The student 
judged to show the most talent and ambition in April 2018 was Natasha Jackson who had already completed 
a three-year BA degree course there. She will graduate in 2019 and plans to work in the ceramics field and 
also teach ceramic art. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                        Natasha Jackson                               Half of the trios donated to the Potteries Museum 
 

 

Registered office: ‘Kingsleigh’, 4 Ashlyn’s Road, Frinton-on-Sea, Essex, CO13 9ED 
Registered Charity number 1097547 web site: www.shelley.co.uk 

Trustees:  Gerry Pearce (Chairman), Sheila Aves, John Barter, Olwen Dungeon, Christopher Davenport, Brian Hill, Ian 
Davies, Sheila Davies, David Deller, Shirley Deller, Linda Ellis, Carole Lockyer, Bruce Till, Elaine Whittaker. 

http://www.shelley.co.uk


The Shelley Group 

 

 

 


